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 This symposium aims to reignite the dialogue about portable art across Island 
South East Asia, the Pacific and Australia and by doing so review future directions for 

research. Specific themes are: object histories; use of ethnography/museum collections for 
informing archaeological research; use of ‘intangible technologies’ and organic artefacts 

for expressing community affiliation/ identity; cognitive development, the role of portable 
art in Pleistocene and Holocene expansions; and experimental studies.
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