
In this presentation I will argue that 
in order to decolonise migration 
studies, scholars must not only 
acknowledge persisting imperial and 
colonial legacies, but also centre 
Indigenous sovereignty. This is 
particularly important for scholars 
who research about migration to 
settler colonial nations. Still too 
often First Nations are rendered 
invisible in migration scholarship. 
The complicity and implicated 
subjectivity of migrants in settler 
colonial societies, which is apparent 
in Indigenous and settler colonial 
scholarship, is still largely 
overlooked within migration studies. 

I will discuss some of the main 
methodological implications of 
centring Indigenous sovereignty in 
migration studies. These include: 
centring Indigenous perspectives, 
epistemologies and methodologies; 
recognising the entanglements of 
national, transnational, imperial and 
colonial histories; rejecting 
Eurocentric and Nation-centric 
approaches to the study of 
migration and mobility; avoiding any 
conflation of Indigenous struggles 
for sovereignty with white 
nationalism and nativism; 
developing community-informed and 
participatory approaches; 
decentring English and other 
colonial languages; and 
acknowledging the growing 
complexity and richness of 
contemporary identities, material 
realities, and decolonial struggles.
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