
Kate will present research being 
undertaken for her ARC project on 
refugee community sponsorship 
(Discovery Project with Professor 
Susan Kneebone and Dr Anthea 
Vogl). The project is the first large-
scale study of community or private 
sponsorship of refugees in Australia 
and includes comparisons with 
Canada, UK, Ireland and New 
Zealand. There are myriad models of 
refugee community sponsorship but 
most involve citizen groups funding 
and assisting with refugee 
resettlement. While Canada has had 
such programs for over 40 years and 
Australia’s first program started in 
1979, until very recently there has 
been minimal academic literature on 
community sponsorship. Early 
scholarship celebrated the 
successes of Canadian programs and 
aimed to export Canadian 
sponsorship models to other 
countries. However, scholars are now 
raising more critical questions about 
the role and practice of community 
sponsorship. Kate, Susan and 
Anthea’s project will investigate how 
notions of citizenship, community 
and sanctuary are conceptualised 
and mobilised by different 
community sponsorship actors and 
critically evaluate community 
sponsorship’s role nationally (against 
the background of Australia’s 
infamous refugee policies) and 
globally in the context of growing 
displacement and Global North/
South inequities in refugee 
responsibility. Kate is particularly 
interested in exploring sponsors’ 
understandings and enactments of 
‘sanctuary’.
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