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Message from 
Head of School

First of all, I would like to acknowledge and thank my predecessor in this role Professor 
Simone Dennis who was HoS from January 2019 – July 2021, at which point she left the 
position to take up her exciting new role as the Associate Dean of Innovation and Impact 
for CASS. I was extremely lucky to take on the role of HoS after her tenure as her vision 
and leadership left the school in a very good position with lots of exciting research 
projects underway and a well-established teaching model that I was easily able to 
adopt to continue the school’s strong record of world class teaching. 

In the first half of the year, under Simone’s leadership, a major activity in the school 
was preparing for the Porous Boundaries Forum. This forum is the culmination of the 
school strategic plan over the past 3 years to embrace a novel and innovative program 
of externalisation of our research. This is designed to complement our strong record in 
Category 1 Funding to develop partnerships with many industry and other partners to 
deliver informed research results to the public. Unfortunately, with continued border 
closures we had to postpone this event, but are very much looking forward to hosting it 
on June 29, 2022*.

As I took on the role of HoS in July, we were all looking forward to getting back into the 
classroom for semester 2 to do face to face teaching with many of us optimistically 
scheduling practical labs and fieldwork experiences. While the semester started strong, 
COVID-19 eventually caught up with us and on 12 August 2021 the ACT was plunged 
back into lockdown and the ANU closed. While originally a seven day snap lockdown, 
we ended up staying at home for 10 weeks, resulting in a quick transitions of material 
to online for remote delivery of the remainder of semester. Despite the fact that many 
of us were also juggling home schooling and caring responsibilities I couldn’t be more 
proud of the positive and productive response of the school. This was clearly recognised 
by the students who commented to me that the transition was smooth and the overall 
experience a good one, although not the one any of us expected. This was further 
supported by the fact that many of our staff were nominated for CASS Excellence 
in Education awards with three of them being successfully awarded 2021 CASS 
Excellence in Education awards:

•	 Simone Dennis, Award for Teaching Excellence

•	 Stacey Ward, Award for Teaching Excellence (ECR)

•	 Patrick Kilby, Award for Excellence in Supervision

•	 Yasmine Musharbash, Certificate of Recognition for Education Excellence

My sincerest congratulations to all of the nominees and to the winners. This shows 
the deep commitment we have in the school to delivering a high quality education 
experience for our students, despite the difficult and challenging circumstances.

We also had a successful Teaching Enhancement Grant awarded to the Biological Anthropology 
team of Laura Wilson, Katharine Balolia and Stacey Ward for a project entitled “Rethinking 
Perceptions Around Online Practical Laboratory delivery: A Quantitative Comparison of In-
Person and Online Educational Outcomes in Biological Anthropology Using 3D Models” that will 
develop new 3D teaching materials to enrich teaching across Biological Anthropology courses 
and to compare measures of student experience and achievement between these new methods 
and traditional practical teaching. Well done to this team of innovative educators.

We will take this educational strength into a new course that our Education Committee 
spent most of the year developing. This course will be the first school wide interdisciplinary 
course taught in the school. The first year course will introduce students to each of the 
subdisciplines we teach (Anthropology, Archaeology, Biological anthropology and Development 
Studies) to show how we are all interconnected and intertwined in our unified focus on better 
understanding humanity. This initiative speaks to the school’s commitment to working together 
to further push ourselves and our educational offerings forward. 

Outside of just teaching, the school had great success in the CASS promotion round with all 
three staff members who applied for promotion being successful. This will see Sverre Molland, 
Duncan Wright and Patrick Kilby being promoted to Associate Professor (level D) from January 
2022. A most well deserved accomplishment for each of these high performing scholars. In 
addition, Emeritus Professor Peter Bellwood was the recipient of the 2021 International Cosmos 
Prize. Peter was not only the first Australian to be awarded the prize but his win seems him 
joining the likes of Jane Goodall and Sir David Attenborough who were past recipients of the 
prize. 

While there was much success in the school this year, we did also see the retirement of three 
long standing members of staff. I would like to thank Professor Matthew Spriggs, Professor 
Francesca Merlan and Associate Professor Patrick Guinness for their outstanding contributions 
to the school during their long careers here. Luckily for us, all three of them are still here in 
either Emeritus or Honorary positions so will continue to contribute to life in the school.

This year also saw the development of ANU 2025 – the strategic plan for the university. This 
was followed on by the creation of the CASS and RSHA strategic plans, in which we have been 
able to embed the excellent work our school does to help drive ANU forward. Next year we look 
forward to the development of our school strategic plan where we will work together to uncover 
the unified priorities of the school over the next five years and the activities we will focus on to 
get us there.  

As a final note, I would like to give a huge thank you to our professional staff team. This group 
has worked tirelessly all year, but especially in the last month in the development of a return to 
campus plan. This was no easy feat as it involved coordinating many people and filling out even 
more forms. Despite this, it was handled wonderfully and we saw a seamless return to working 
on campus in November for those that chose to do so. I look forward to welcoming everyone 
back in 2022 for a productive and exciting year in the school.

. 
 
	

Associate Professor Alison Behie 

Head of School

* The Porous Boundaries forum did not go ahead due to the departure of Professor Simone Dennis from ANU
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2021 saw several staff changes in the school with Laura Wilson joining us as ARC Future Fellow 
and Senior Lecturer in Biological Anthropology, and Dave Johnston who took up a position as 
Indigenous Academic Associate. Justyna Miszkiewicz left us to take up a position at the University 
of Queensland, we wish her a fond farewell! Helen Daniel from the School professional staff team 
left us as well to take up an opportunity over in the College of Asia and the Pacific, which while very 
sad for us, we are glad to know we can still see her around campus. We also saw three retirements 
this year: Francesca Merlan, Matthew Spriggs and Patrick Guinness. Their presence will be very 
much missed in the Banks Building and we wish them well in their retirement!

Other notable changes in the School during 2021 included a restructure of the professional team, 
with the School of Archaeology and Anthropology professional staff members joining the newly 
established HAL professional team. The HAL team combined 15 staff from multiple professional 
staff teams in the Research School. The team services not just the School of Archaeology and 
Anthropology (A), but also the School of Literature, Languages, and Linguistics (L), and the 
Research School of Humanities, the Centre for Digital Humanities, the Centre for Museum and 
Heritage Studies, and the Humanities Research Centre (H).

Arrivals and farewells in 2021

In March 2021, we said farewell to Pr Matthew Spriggs who retired from the ANU after 24 years of 
exceptional research, teaching and service to our School. 

Matthew was appointed Professor of Archaeology in 1997, prior to which he was a Senior 
Research Fellow in Archaeology and Natural History, in what is now the School of Culture, History 
and Language in the College of Asia & the Pacific. Before joining ANU in 1987, Matthew was an 
Associate Professor in the Anthropology Department of University of Hawaii at Manoa, Honolulu 
having completed a fiery PhD on the archaeology of Vanuatu (entitled Vegetable Kingdoms) at 
Cambridge University in 1981. This showcased an interest (that continues popping up in Matthew’s 
articles) in Marxist theory. It caused quite a stir!

Matthew has made major contributions to the archaeology of the Pacific and Southeast Asia, 
conducting archaeological research in Indonesia, East Timor, New Guinea, the Bismarck 
Archipelago, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia and Hawaii. His books and papers include 
seminal works for this sub-discipline (e.g. “The Island Melanesians”). 

Equally important has been Matthew’s research on the first human settlers in Remote Oceania, 
the Lapita peoples. Excavations and cross-disciplinary research (famously including aDNA in the 
last decade) in collaboration with colleagues and ni-Vanuatu fieldwokas has led to amazing new 
insights into human movement and migration.

Matthews’ research (already ridiculously wide ranging - archaeological theory, archaeology and 
linguistics, human-environment interactions, politics and archaeology, ancient DNA analysis 
and archaeology, and Cornish language history) has morphed once again during recent years to 

Matthew Spriggs retirement

include history of Pacific archaeology. This year, Matthew and the CBAP team hosted a highly 
successful conference, ending what must surely be one of the most productive ARC Laureates 
awarded in recent years. Matthew’s contribution, which in typically expansive style included 
persuading curators from 30 museums around the world to hold concurrent exhibitions on the 
topic), extends into Matthews “retirement” in the form of an ARC funded collaboration with 
Lynette Russell exploring the history of Australian archaeology.

Arguably, Matthew has made just as many contributions outside academia. To give some idea of 
impact let me share with you a paraphrased list for 2020 and 2021 that was recently sent to me 
by Matthew: a) “History of Vanuatu Archaeology” Exhibition (currently on show in the National 
Museum, later to travel around local schools); b) donation of Vanuatu and Pacific Research Library 
to Vanuatu National Library (recognised by award of the Vanuatu 40th Independence Medal 
by the President of Vanuatu on Independence Day 30 July 2021); c) ‘Uncovering Pacific Pasts’ 
exhibits (outlined above) and production of an accompanying 160,000 word catalogue (in press); 
d) Delivery of numerous public lectures (including the Golson Lecture and others at Harvard and 
Friends of the Vanuatu National Museum). e) Advised Government of Vanuatu on Draft Bill for the 
establishment of the National University of Vanuatu, also how best to mark the 250th Anniversary 
of Captain Cook’s 1774 visit to Vanuatu. f) Advised French Ambassador to Vanuatu on the future 
of the Pere Rodet private museum in Port Vila, Vanuatu, the National Geographic Society (USA) on 
a PNG film also the Vatican Anima Mundi Museum on new Vanuatu exhibit, 2020. My guess is this 
only scratches the surface.

All that remains is to thank Matthew for his remarkable contribution to SoAA, ANU and 
Archaeology and to remind him that we want him back! It will get awfully boring for everyone 
should he choose to spend too much time nesting in his own personal “Downton Abbey” in 
Vanuatu. 

Duncan Wright on behalf of the SoAA archaeologists and the CBAP team

Matthew and Jack at the Golson Lecture 2021
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Retirement: Francesca’s contribution to Australian Aboriginal 
anthropology 

Retirement: Celebrating Francesca 

On Monday 26th July 2021 the ANU 
anthropology fraternity gathered at the Daana 
Restaurant in Curtin to celebrate Francesca’s 
time in the School of Archaeology and 
Anthropology since she took up the Chair 
in anthropology in 1995. The evening began 
with hearing from the family, Alan telling 
us about Francesca’s background which 
provided her with an enormously rich linguistic 
environment that included Italian, German, 
Russian and Spanish, not to mention English. 
James reminded us that under her easy and 
pleasant social manner she could sometimes 
be a badass, which immediately struck a chord.  
Various Deans, the VC and a host of American 
political representatives in her natal state of 
New Mexico all know about this from her very 
active letter writing activities. From Jesse’s 
remarks it is evident that Francesca’s rapid and 
noisy typing style was part of the soundscape 
at home as it has been in the School, whenever 
her door was open. Shiori followed with a 

heartfelt appreciation of Francesca’s role 
as supervisor and her enormous intellectual 
impact on all the graduate students whether 
supervised by her or not. Like the rest of us 
the students marveled at the rapidity with 
which Francesca read and commented on 
anything sent to her. For my part I provided an 
overview of her all encompassing contribution 
to Aboriginal anthropology before Nick 
Evans and Darja Hoenigman presented a 
skit around Francesca’s linguistic facility.  
Neil McLean spoke over the internet from 
Sydney celebrating a long friendship and his 
appreciation of Francesca never shying away 
from the politics and sociological complexity of 
the contexts in which she worked. The evening 
wound up with a witty six verse doggerel from 
Rose Lilley.  A great evening was had by all.

Emeritus Professor Nicolas Peterson

In 1991 Anthony Forge, the foundation professor of 
anthropology in our School retired and four years later 
the chair was filled by Francesca’s appointment.  

Francesca completed her doctorate in anthropology 
at the University of New Mexico in 1975, based on 
research on the North American plains with Native 
American and settler communities. Shortly afterwards 
in 1976, she was awarded a research grant from the 
(then) Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies which 
allowed her to spend most of 1976-9 in northern 
Australia, laying the foundation for her enduring 
association with that region focussing on Indigenous 
- non-Indigenous relations and the grammars of local 
languages. In 1981-3 she and her husband, Alan 
Rumsey, began their first period of fieldwork together 
in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, focussing on 
warfare, peace-making, and the language of politics. In 
1999 she began field research in Southern Germany on 
transformations in farming and government measures 
to mitigate the impacts of those changes. 

Francesca’s work has always had a strong linguistic 
focus which has resulted in the publication of three 
grammars (Mangarayi, Ngalakan, and Wardaman) 
together with a large body of related dictionaries 
and books of texts. I mention these publications 
because Francesca’s underlying approach to socio-
cultural research is deeply inflected by her impressive 
language skills and linguistic interests. 

Her most cited publication is ‘Caging the Rainbow: 
places, politics and Aborigines in a north Australian 
town’ (1998). The underlying concerns are with place, 
belonging, change and everyday life, concerns 
that run throughout her work. It is in this book that 
she introduces her major theoretical contribution 
to the discipline, the concept of the ‘intercultural’. 
Her concern was to break away from the binary, 
traditional – non-traditional categorization that has 
dominated much writing about change and certainly 
public thinking, to a grounded analysis based in 
everyday interaction and to keep the engagement 
and pervasive mutual awareness between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal in view at all times. For example, 
she criticizes the repressive authenticity, based on an 
idealized view of the past, required of claimants under 
the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 

1976 which fails to recognize the changes wrought 
by European settlement on people. In Katherine it 
disenfranchises the very people who have been there 
from the beginning because they have remade their 
relationship to the town in homely terms, which fail 
to qualify in majority views as adequately ‘landed’ or 
authentic.

This interest in change is also central to her recent 
book: ‘Dynamics of difference: Indigenous past and 
present in a settler country’. This is a masterful work 
that has not received the attention it deserves. It is 
ambitious in scope but grounded in content looking at 
the incommensurate engagement between Aboriginal 
people and others from the time of Cook’s arrival to the 
current issues of constitutional recognition, exploring 
the persistence of difference within the context of 
Indigenous - non-indigenous engagement and radical 
change. Of the many insights in the book one that 
resonates for me is her contrast of the difference in 
the relational repertoires of Aboriginal people and 
Europeans: theirs are channelled in social categories, 
connected to what she has elsewhere called ‘epistemic 
openness’ (1997:1) while ours are in bounded racial one.  

With the grounded focus on change that runs 
throughout her research, Francesca from early on was 
drawn into applied work related to land and native 
title claims. Not surprisingly, given the locus of her 
fieldwork, some have involved particularly complex 
relations to place and notions of belonging. We see 
her linguistic orientation in the Jawoyn Land Claim, 
jointly authored with Alan, which was only the second 
language group rather than descent group-based 
claim, and early on in the process. 

Francesca has been a sought-after supervisor of 
graduate students and made a major contribution 
to anthropology at ANU with her commitment to the 
collective intellectual life, particularly through her 
attendance at the anthropology and graduate student 
seminars in which she has always been an active and 
insightful participant. It is very good news that despite 
her retirement she plans to be around and livening up 
the place for a good while longer yet. 

Emeritus Professor Nicolas Peterson
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I first met Francesca in January of 1976, in 
an annex of what was then called AIAS – the 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies (now 
AIATSIS). Its headquarters were in an office 
building on Lonsdale Street in Braddon. There 
was an annex nearby on Mort Street, above 
a hardware store. It provided work spaces 
for the big influx of overseas researchers 
who were then coming to Australia to work 
with Indigenous Australians. Francesca and 
I were among them, she as a postdoc and I 
as a PhD student with a similar linguistic-
anthropological focus. We had a lot to talk 
about, and did so, but time was short, as I had 
to return to the Kimberleys soon after that. 

We didn’t get together again until two years 
later, after I had finished my PhD thesis in 
Chicago and returned to Australia to take 
up a lectureship at the University of Sydney. 
By September 1979 Francesca’s postdoc 
had finished and she went back to the US 
to a one-year position in the Department of 
Anthropology at Arizona State University. 
Not to be outdone, I showed up there and 
persuaded her to marry me and return to 
Australia. A big advantage of Francesca’s 
having been based in the US for that year was 
that it allowed her to apply for a US National 
Science Foundation grant for the new research 
that we had been planning to do in PNG. Our 
application was successful, fully funding the 
research for two years in 1982-3. 

Since this magazine issue includes a good 
account by Nic Peterson of Francesca’s 
prodigious scholarship from the 1980s 
onward, I will now turn further back to 
Francesca’s interesting family background 
and other formative influences on her. Both 
of Francesca’s parents come from poor but 
culturally rich backgrounds, of very different 
sorts. Her father Jesse was born in New York, to 
an Italian immigrant family from Sicily who had 

arrived there shortly before. Neither of Jesse’s 
parents ever learned much English even after 
many years in the US, and Francesca learned 
Italian from them at an early age, especially 
from her grandmother Francesca, for whom 
she was named. 

Francesca’s mother Wilma (anglicised from 
‘Wilhelmina’) was also born to immigrant 
parents, not in New York, but in a small 
Lutheran community in South Dakota, where 
Francesca’s grandfather was the pastor. The 
first language of the family was German, in 
which Wilma became not only fluent, but highly 
literate, as was her father (who also spoke 
Russian as a first language, and studied Greek, 
Latin and Hebrew). Francesca in turn learned 
German as a literal ‘mother tongue’ from Wilma. 

After adding Spanish and French to the mix, 
Francesca graduated Phi Beta Kappa from 
San Francisco State College, and then won a 
Fulbright Scholarship to study Italian dialect 
literature at the University of Pavia for year, and 
Russian for a year in Paris. Of course language 
study for Francesca has never been just about 
languages, but also about becoming immersed 
in ways of life and trying to understand the 
differences between them. So she then went on 
to do a PhD in Anthropology at the University 
of New Mexico. At the ripe old age of 25 
Francesca then landed a tenure-track position 
at Tulane University (where, coincidently, her 
mother had taught German thirty years earlier).  
Francesca taught there for a year or so, but 
became restless with the idea of ‘settling down’ 
at that stage, and jumped at the chance to do 
three years of funded fieldwork in northern 
Australia. Which takes us right back to where 
my story began, on the second storey above 
Docker’s Hardware Store in Braddon.

Emeritus Professor Alan Rumsey

Retirement: Personal reflections on the occasion of 
Francesca Merlan’s retirement 

Francesca and Alan on their wedding day
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and in 1986 to the ANU as a Research Fellow 
with the Industrialisation Project focusing 
on impacts in two rural districts of East Java 
and the southern state of Johor, Malaysia. 

He worked as a Lecturer and Senior Lecturer 
at La Trobe University 1990-1993 and then as 
a Lecturer, Senior lecturer and Reader at the 
ANU from 1994. Over time he continued his 
research in Malaysia, Indonesia and Papua 
New Guinea. Among his major teaching 
areas have been development and religion, 
along with applied and urban anthropology.

After an absence of three decades Patrick 

returned to an earlier research site in West 
New Britain, Papua New Guinea among 
Maututu Nakanai villagers and migrant oil 
palm settlers, focusing on land conflicts, oil 
palm production and religious revival in a 
rapidly changing society and environment. 
He is preparing a book on that material.

One of Patrick’s greatest contributions to 
the School was his running of fieldschools 
in Indonesia. The first, in 2009, was in the 
kampung of Yogyakarta he knew well, 

followed by others in mountain villages 
west of Yogyakarta city, with emphases 
on livelihoods, land accessibility and cash 
cropping. These efforts have been valued 
as great learning experiences by students, 
providing opportunities for them to do 
guided research and to publish, and have 
highlighted the values of service learning 
and research-based learning through 
fieldschools in development training. 
Patrick ran the fieldschools in collaboration 
with Indonesian Universities, District 
Governments and administrators, providing 
a great model of Australian-Indonesian 

academic cooperation. 

Along with several other 
colleagues at the ANU (among 
them his PhD Supervisor James 
Fox, and CAP anthropologist 
emerita Kathryn Robinson) 
Patrick has been at the forefront 
of ANU’s research on Islam and 
Christianity in south-east Asian 
societies, and he taught broad 
introductory courses on religion.

Patrick was a great School 
citizen – ever ready to do what 
was needed, and more. He was 
always nicely, courteously but 
directly hard-headed, his ethical 
principles never permitting 

him to yield to pressure or convenience. He 
undertook numerous University and School 
service roles, among them Head of School 
from time to time. He was an outstanding 
and much sought-after supervisor at 
Honours and post-graduate levels. 

The attached photos show a couple of 
moments of a retirement party held for him 
by his appreciative colleagues on December 
17, 2020.

Emeritus Professor Francesca Merlan

December 2020 saw the retirement of a 
valued and dearly loved member of the social 
anthropology Staff, Patrick Guinness. He 
upheld the department/School over many years 
and in many forms and will be sorely missed. 
His straightforward style, caring manner and 
wide-ranging experience made him a favourite 
with students and staff.

As a young man Patrick Guinness worked on a 
cattle station and in an indigenous community 
in North Queensland. He completed an 
undergraduate degree and then undertook 
his first fieldwork in West New Britain, Papua 
New Guinea. He researched regional folklore 
as a master’s project, and later worked with 
the local Airmen’s Memorial Primary School 
and the Department of Agriculture, Stock and 
Fisheries. 

His career-long engagement with Indonesia 
began with a two year placement as an 
Australian Volunteer Abroad in 1970-2 at the 
Department of Anthropology at Universitas 
Indonesia in Jakarta. He taught anthropology 
there and conducted research among the 

indigenous Betawi communities which were 
being absorbed within a rapidly expanding city. 
In 1978-82 he undertook his PhD focusing on 
off-street and squatter communities within 
Yogyakarta city, where he had coordinated 
a large research program on Transmigrasi 
resettlement in South Kalimantan and South 
Sulawesi, and taught anthropology. Following 
the PhD he became Advisor at the Social 
Sciences Foundation at Airlangga University 
in Surabaya, Indonesia, in work focusing on 
improving the research skills of academic 
staff in regional universities. His research in 
Indonesia has resulted in two books (Harmony 
and Hierarchy in a Javanese Kampung, 1986, 
Singapore, Oxford University Press; and 
Kampung, Islam and State in Urban Java, 2009, 
NUS Press), together with many articles and 
other initiatives.

Patrick spent two years on an aid project 
in Tanzania, coordinating community data 
collection and consultation for a District water 
provision program. He returned to Canberra 
to work in the Evaluations section of the 
Australian Development Assistance Bureau, 

Patrick Guinness retirement 
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The vast impacts of covid-19 are still 
evident in our daily life, and academic 
life is no different. The PhD journey is 
commonly long and arduous but throwing 
in a global pandemic amplified an 
already stressful time.

Covid-19 hit at the 2nd – 3rd year transition 
in my PhD. Unfortunately, it resulted 
in the dissolution of my international 
research collaboration amidst travel 
restrictions and lockdowns. This had a 
domino effect on my research resulting 
in a PhD topic change. From lock down, 
I had to brainstorm how to source 
modern samples locally, and for overseas 
archaeological samples to ‘come’ to me.

I’m sure I wasn’t alone. Many had to 
continue research despite setbacks 
and restrictions which were out of their control. However, as the world turned to Zoom to stay 
connected, international conferences and prestigious training courses became more accessible 
as they moved online. I participated in opportunities that wouldn’t have been viable should travel 
have been necessary.

With support from supervisors, and laboratory staff at the University of Kent, my archaeological 
samples were collected and shipped to the ANU between lockdowns. Sourcing modern samples 
locally was difficult but led to an incredible opportunity to collaborate with the Australian Facility 
for Taphonomic Experimental Research.

As I write this, the processing of all my samples is now completed! Today, I’ve pencilled in my 
exit presentation for late 2022. My PhD project is different from what I had envisioned, and its 
completion delayed. But I have learned so much:

1)	 It’s important to be resilient in adversity, but also to recognise opportunities it may bring.

2)	 Online or in-person collaborations are invaluable. Support others wherever possible.

3)	 It’s incredibly difficult when the path you envisioned for yourself is no longer possible, but 
don’t be scared to go off-road and make a new one.

Tahlia J. Stewart, PhD Candidate
SOAA Discipline: Biological Anthropology

PhD in the time of Covid 

Bioarchaeologists typically study human remains from archaeological sites to learn about 
lived experiences in the past. To respect the stewardship of descendant communities over their 
cultural heritage and the right of ancestral remains to remain in their traditional home, such 
study often involves travelling to where the human remains are housed. The ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic has therefore resulted in unprecedented difficulties for bioarchaeological research, 
but like all difficulties, the COVID pandemic has had a silver lining: It is inspiring researchers to 
‘pivot’ towards exploring the fundamental elements of their disciplines, including ethical and 
educational best practice. 

ANU Biological Anthropologists Justyna Miszkiewicz, Stacey Ward, and Marc Oxenham are 
experiencing this silver lining as part of the ‘Living on the Edge’ bioarchaeological project, 
which is exploring how marginalised communities weathered the rise of social inequality in late 
prehistoric Thailand. The project, funded by a 2020 University of Otago Research Grant, is an 
international collaboration between the ANU, the University of Otago, and Silpakorn University. 

While their original research agenda has been paused, the team has been able to focus on the 
fundamentals of research: Reconnecting with existing Southeast Asian collaborators to establish 
research expectations, building relationships with new colleagues, and working to empower 
local researchers to study their past through an online bioarchaeology masterclass series. 
The masterclass series has been a particular success, attracting participants from all over the 
world and evolving to become a research project in its own right. This new project will explore 
the effectiveness of online teaching in bioarchaeology. The ‘Living on the Edge’ team now looks 
forward to undertaking data collection next year from this revitalised perspective.

Stacey Ward, Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Biological Anthropology

Re-evaluating the Bones of Bioarchaeology During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
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As a result of the Covid-19 lockdown and ANU 
campus closure between August- November 
2021, there was a need to move my one-week 
intensive masterclass ‘BIAN8010 3D Data 
Collection and Data Analysis in Biological 
Anthropology’ entirely online during the Spring 
2021 session. This was originally designed as 
a one-week intensive course and the prospect 
of sitting on Zoom, especially at the end of the 
academic year when everyone is exhausted after 
a chaotic year, for 7 hours a day over the course 
of a week was overwhelming to say the least! 

Despite the less-than-ideal circumstances 
caused by the pandemic, the full transition 
to online delivery of this 3D methods course 
presented an excellent opportunity to develop 
content that may work even better than in-
person delivery. I also had it in the back of my 
mind that, if the online delivery of this course 
were to be a success, this may pave the way 
to further developing this Masterclass to be 

offered to students and academics domestically and internationally given that 
the constraints of all participants learning from the same location would no 
longer exist.

Rather than cramming all content into one week, students viewed four hours 
of pre-recorded content covering the fundamentals of 3D data collection and 
analysis prior to the intensive week. During the intensive week, I summarised 
key information from the pre-recorded content in a live Zoom mini-lecture 
at the start of each day, to refresh everyone’s memory of content associated 
with the main theme of that day. This was followed by student-led discussions 
on key readings relating to the topic in question. After a 1.5 hour lunch break 
(allowing everyone plenty time to refresh), a 3-hour online practical workshop 
was held, where students put the theoretical information discussed in the 
morning session into practice, and then applied these techniques to their own 
research projects.

My impression is that the seven Masters students and the HDR auditing 
student from the University of New South Wales thoroughly enjoyed the 
course and developed valuable research skills, applicable for future research 
and non-academic endeavours associated with 3D methods and shape 
analysis. The successful delivery of the course shows that, with careful 
thought and planning, online delivery of an intensive workshop may be in 
some instances be considered just as optimal as in-person delivery. Thank 
you to the eight students who participated in the course and to the three 
invited speakers (Dr. Peter Mayall, Dr. Joseph Lynch and Dr. Laura Wilson) who 
contributed to the final day of the intensive week, through showcasing their 
research using 3D data via Zoom. Based on the success of this course (and 
partially thanks to Covid!) I have future plans to deliver this Masterclass in an 
online format to students and academics alike who wish to develop their 3D 
scan acquisition, data collection and shape analysis research skills, applied to 
a variety of settings.

Katharine Balolia, Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Biological Anthropology

3D Data Collection and 
Data Analysis in Biological 
Anthropology Masterclass: 
Transition to online delivery 
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Disseminating our research to a broader 
audience, outside the academic circles is in 
our opinion an essential part of our job. In 
the last couple of years, we have explored 
various avenues for public engagement 
about Pacific Archaeology via non-traditional 
research outputs. Two of the most exciting 
projects that emerged from this process in 
2021 are described here: the development of 
an educative board game about the human 
settlement of the Pacific and our contribution 
to the Digital Classroom portal of the National 
Library of Australia.

Educative board game

Following initial consultations with colleagues 
and Pasifika students on campus, we actively 
started to work on the board game thanks to 
the strategic funding granted to the SoAA 
Creative Communication Cluster. We began 
with several concepts and game mechanics in 
mind but with no clear idea of how the project 
would look like in its final form. Gradually, 
through trials and errors, testing and iterating, 
we narrowed down the key concepts the game 
would address and develop the content and the 
game mechanics to ensure it would provide a 
fun and educative experience.

Engaging with members of the ACT History 
Teacher Association has proven incredibly 
helpful for the development of the project. We 
regularly communicate with them for feedback, 
and we participated in their annual Teach–Meet 
workshop in May where we introduced the 
project to a crowd of enthusiastic teachers 
willing to use our game in their classrooms. The 
comments we received helped us to identify 
specific aspects of the game that will facilitate 
teaching the module on Polynesian Migrations 
of the Australian curriculum. This experience 
also allowed us to organise testing sessions 
for 2022, with several teachers from various 

schools in the ACT keen to welcome us to test 
the game with their students.

Contributions from students enrolled in 
Archaeology of the Pacific Islanders in Semester 
2 will also be included in the game, as some 
assessments aligned with the content of the 
game. This innovative and rewarding approach 
for assessments was greatly appreciated by 
students and was mentioned positively in 
SELTS evaluations.

In parallel, we are exploring the possibility 
of using the game and the teaching material 
produced to develop formal partnerships with 
schools thanks to the connections established 
during the Accelerator Program. While 
this aspect is still in its embryonic stages, 
constructive conversations with the founders 
of startup companies dedicated to producing 
engaging teaching materials (such as 
Mathtletics or Skoolbo) and with our respective 
champions led to interesting developments.

Pacific Archaeology, NTROs and Public Engagement
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Digital Classroom

Recently, we were invited to collaborate 
with the National Library of Australia on 
their Digital Classroom project that provides 
teachers and students with resources 
and activities related to the content of the 
Australian curriculum. With our colleague Pr 
Geoff Clark from CAP, we produced a series 
of essays for the Polynesian expansion module 
(www.nla.gov.au/digital-classroom/year-8/
asia-pacific-world/polynesian-expansion-
across-pacific-c700-1756) taught in year 8. 
The Digital Classroom is a resource that is 
constantly updated and we have been invited 
to keep contributing to the various elements 
that will be added to the module in the future. 
This experience represents a new partnership 

between our School and the NLA through 
which we received some funding that we will 
soon reinvest into our educative board game 
project. We will bring on board some Pasifika 
artists to work on the graphic design of some 
game elements. As we are approaching the end 
of 2021, we are looking forward to presenting 
a prototype of the game to the Porous 
Boundaries Forum next February.

Mathieu Leclerc, Lecturer;

Guillaume Molle, Senior Lecturer in Pacific 
Archaeology

SOAA Discipline: Archaeology

Bundle concept using preliminary graphic design

https://www.nla.gov.au/digital-classroom/year-8/asia-pacific-world/polynesian-expansion-across-pacific-c700-1756
http://www.nla.gov.au/digital-classroom/year-8/asia-pacific-world/polynesian-expansion-across-pacific-c700-1756
http://www.nla.gov.au/digital-classroom/year-8/asia-pacific-world/polynesian-expansion-across-pacific-c700-1756
http://www.nla.gov.au/digital-classroom/year-8/asia-pacific-world/polynesian-expansion-across-pacific-c700-1756
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Congratulations to Emeritus Professor Peter Bellwood, 
recipient of the 2021 International Cosmos Prize 

Involving the Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, 9.50am Vice-Chancellor, DVCR 
and CASS Dean, all of whom will address the forum, Porous Boundaries 
represents an exciting new strategic plan for externalising research that 
has been developed by the School of Archaeology and Anthropology 
over the past three years. The School has deliberately stepped outside 
of its long-established operational parameters to embrace an innovative 
program of externalisation and engagement. The School is saturated 
with Category 1 research success and its disciplines are world leading 
by all available metrics. This new strand of its research strategy tends 
to externalisation of research to its many and varied industry and other 
partners.

The intention of the forum is to extend to external partners a warm 
welcome to participate in our shared goals, to deliver informed research 
results to the public. The event includes contributions from industry 
leaders and their international institutional partners from UK, Europe and 
the US, as well as being available in person to locally based contributors. 
Some modest funds, drawn from consultancy undertaken by Dennis, will 
be made available to support contract agreements with the School. 

Simone Dennis, Associate Dean for Research Engagement, Impact and 
Innovation
SoAA Discipline: Interdisciplinary

Porous Boundaries 
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This year (2021), Peter Bellwood was awarded the highly prestigious International Cosmos 
Prize for significant research contribution to the harmonious coexistence of nature and 
mankind. Up against 171 nominees across 31 countries, Peter’s much deserved success 
puts him in a league with some seriously heavy hitters. Previous recipients include the 
environmentalist, Sir David Attenborough and anthropologist, Dr Jane Goodall. Peter is the 
first Australian to be awarded this prize in its 28-year history!  

The Citation for Professor Bellwood’s awards says in part:  

‘In the field of global environmental studies, scientists consider that along with the 
transition from hunter-gatherer societies to farming societies, human settlements 
increased and populations grew, and motivated by a reliance on domesticated plants 
such as wheat and rice, human beings transformed vast areas of natural vegetation into 
croplands, thereby having a significant impact on the global environment.

Consequently, we have witnessed, for instance, phenomena where closer contact between 
human society and wildlife has given rise to new infections. Amid the ongoing novel 
coronavirus pandemic, we have reached a new turning point regarding the way of looking 
at the relationship between nature and humans. In this context we have recognised that 
Professor Peter Bellwood has accomplished important research achievements that provide 
us with a foundation for reflecting on the ‘Harmonious Coexistence between Nature and 
Humankind,’ the principle upheld by the International Cosmos Prize.’  

The SoAA congratulates Peter for the contribution he has made to society through his 
research, as recognised by this remarkable achievement. Perhaps this is also time for a 
collective pat on the back and positive thought or two. It’s been a crazy two years, however, 
Peter’s work demonstrates the leading role that SoAA continues to play on the world stage. 
Bring on 2022! (Duncan on behalf of SoAA)  

Contribution by Duncan Wright
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ABACUS Year in Review 2021 

The transition to online teaching has proved 
to be an especially challenging time for 
educators everywhere. However, the SOAA’s 
recent successes in the 2021 Vice Chancellor’s 
Annual Awards and College of Arts and Social 
Sciences (CASS) Teaching and Learning 
Awards have shown that the School has not 
only accepted these challenges, but excelled at 
overcoming them! 

PhD candidate Karen Cooke, received an 
exceptional result of ‘Highly Commended’ 
at this year’s Vice Chancellor’s Awards for 
Excellence in Tutoring or Demonstrating for her 
‘outstanding’ and ‘consummately professional 
yet passionate’ work in the bioarchaeology 
teaching space. 

The SOAA also took out four awards at the 
CASS level, with Professor Simone Dennis 

winning the Award for Teaching Excellence, 
Dr Stacey Ward receiving the Early Career 
Award for Teaching Excellence, Dr Patrick 
Kilby winning the Award for Excellence in 
Supervision, and Dr Yasmine Musharbash 
being awarded the Certificate of Recognition 
for Education Excellence. The selection panel 
unanimously agreed that all four recipients 
were ‘stand out’ nominees in their respective 
areas.

To witness this amazing teaching for yourself, 
check out these courses offered by the 
SOAA: ANTH1001/6002, ANTH2005/6005, 
ANTH2017/6017, BIAN2015/6517, 
BIAN2128/6515 and BIAN3125/6512. 

Stacey Ward, Lecturer
SoAA Discipline: Interdisciplinary

SOAA Educators Awarded for Teaching Excellence 
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ABACUS started this year with a lot of ideas 
since last year we didn’t get the chance to 
do much due to COVID. We wanted to get 
everybody excited again about being able to be 
on campus and to get to build that connection 
again with both students and staff. Some of 
our ideas did happen and others just weren’t 
possible due to COVID locking us down in 
the second semester. However, the events 
we did run this year include having a stall at 
market day during O-week and one at market 
day during Bush Week, mornings teas every 
fortnight, the project forum, welcome BBQ, we 
participated in National Archaeology Week, 
and this was a big week for us. During this 
week we had events that included a movie 
night, scavenger hunt, trivia night and a BBQ 
(even though it was freezing that day and two 
of our executives brave the coldness to cook 
the food). That week was very successful for 
us, and everybody enjoyed it. 

ABACUS also designed new t-shirts for our 
members, which have been popular. In June 
a subcommittee of students organised and 
ran a student conference and exhibition. This 
event was open to all students who fit into 
the disciplines that ABACUS stand for such 
as archaeology, biological anthropology and 
anthropology. The conference saw 13 people 
present their research into varying topics 
ranging from human remains, fieldwork and 
archaeology in gaming. The conference was 
held over two days and people enjoyed the 
experience of both getting to present their 
research and listening to other people. On 
the second day and in the evening we had the 
opening of the exhibition. This saw so many 
different types of work being presented. We 
have 3D models, photography, sculptures and 
so many other varying art forms. Overall, this 
year was successful for us.

Tealeah Prior, Student & ABACUS President

2021 Teaching Award recipients from the School of Archaeology and Anthropology. 
Top row: Professor Simone Dennis, Associate Professor Patrick Kilby, Dr Yasmine 
Musharbash. Bottom row: Dr Stacey Ward, Ms Karen Cooke. 
Images sourced from researchers.anu.edu.au/researchers

https://researchers.anu.edu.au/researchers
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Monsters 

2021 saw work continue on the Plain of Jars 
Archaeological Research Project (PJARP). The 
team were very pleased to see the results of 
our OSL dating of the megaliths of the Lao PDR 
appear in the journal, PLOS One. The research 
provided some interesting insights on the 
creation and placement of the massive stone 
jars, an event that appears to have occurred 
earlier than the interment of the dead around 
the jars. As was noted in the 2020 update, a 
buried stone jar was excavated at the site of 
Ban Pha Tai and the results of this excavation 
are to be imminently published.

Another major accomplishment this year was 
the publication of the on-line database at 
www.plain-of-jars.org. The architecture of this 
was developed by Melbourne Data Analytics 
Platform (MDAP) and populated by the PJARP 
team. For several jar sites, the morphological 
details of every single jar is provided and 
the incredible survey work of ANU PhD 

candidate, Nick Skopal and Souliya Bounxayhip 
of the Department of Heritage of Laos has 
contributed to a wider map of megalithic 
sites in Laos. The database will serve as a 
monitoring and research tool to be used by the 
Lao authorities to manage and investigate the 
jar culture into the future, especially useful as 
selected sites have been listed as UNESCO 
World Heritage.

Dougald O’Reilly, Associate Professor
SOAA Discipline: Archaeology

Plain of Jars Archaeological Research Project (PJARP) 
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Just in time for Halloween, the Cambridge Encyclopedia of Anthropology – an exciting 
new open-access resource making anthropological scholarship accessible to experts 
and non-experts globally – is publishing its entry on Monsters (that it invited Yasmine 
Musharbash to contribute). The entry elucidates how

Based on encounters with monsters in their fieldsites, anthropologists define 
monsters as inherently social entities but with a defiant relationship to order. 
This entry showcases that monsters haunt humans in culturally distinct ways. 
Emphasising the comparative potential of monsters, it highlights the ways in which 
their study reveals much about what monsters are, about society, and about time 
and space. Anthropology has made key contributions to the study of monsters: 
from the meticulous documentation of local monsters in early ethnographies, 
via regional theoretical frameworks and a gradual increase in singular works 
concerned with individual types of monsters, to recent comparative monster 
anthropology. Anthropology continues to have much to offer to those interested 
in monsters, especially in these times of planetary crises, disasters, catastrophes, 
ruination, and their accompanying rise of monsters. 
https://www.anthroencyclopedia.com/entry/monsters

Following Yasmine’s two co-edited volumes on monster anthropology (2014, 2020) the 
entry establishes her central role in the field.

Yasmine Musharbash, Senior Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Anthropology

The on-line database website: www.plain-of-jars.org

Open source, licensed under a Creative Commons Attribu-
tion-NonCommercial 4.0 International License

Site 1 in Xiengkhouang Province Laos

http://www.plain-of-jars.org
https://www.anthroencyclopedia.com/entry/monsters
http://www.plain-of-jars.org
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Ethnography of unauthorised retail biomedicine 
in Bangladesh 

We have produced the first Best Practice 
Guidelines for Gibbon Tourism which will be 
published by the IUCN SSC Primate Specialist 
Group Section for Human-Primate Interaction 
in early 2022. These guidelines are informed by 
behavioural observations and faecal cortisol 
samples collected from two species of gibbon: 
the northern yellow-cheeked crested gibbon 
(Nomascus annamansis) and the Skywalker 
gibbon (Hoolock tianxing). Individuals of both 
species were observed to spend more time 
resting and less time scanning in the presence 
of tourists. The daily activity budgets of 
Skywalker gibbons exposed to tourists did 
not differ from those of gibbons only exposed 
to small research teams. This suggests that 
behavioural changes observed in the presence 
of tourists are restricted to viewing periods 
and not sufficient to cause significant overall 
behavioural changes. Analysis of faecal 
cortisol samples from individuals of both 
species indicated that the gibbons did not 
experience a physiological stress response to 
the presence of tourists. Using this information, 
in addition to tourist responses to surveys 

regarding their expectations and experience 
of gibbon tourism programs, we have produced 
guidelines which we hope will allow tourists 
to observe wild habituated gibbons while 
having minimal impact on their welfare. 
Our key recommendations include limiting 
tourist-gibbon interactions to 2-hours during 
the gibbons’ most active period, maintaining 
a distance of at least 7-metres between 
tourists and gibbons at all times and wearing 
appropriate PPE to reduce the risk of disease 
transmission. I had an amazing time observing 
the gibbons and hope that my research will 
allow others to share this experience.   

Jess Williams, Graduating PhD Candidate
SOAA Discipline: Biological Anthropology

Observing gibbons so others can too 
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Focused on the role of retail pharmacies, my 
thesis explores how biomedical practices 
prevail beyond state legality in Bangladesh. 
Drawing on fourteen-month ethnographic 
research in urban (Capital city Dhaka) and rural 
(one sub-district) locations, my research reveals 
that many retail pharmacies are functioning 
and thriving without legally qualified and 
registered biomedical practitioners. Instead 
what we have are medically qualified 
biomedical unregistered doctors, medical 
staff (assistants) and/or non-medical workers 
(dispensary operator/pharmacist). While 
the pharmacy owners/operators are legally 
unauthorised they are the practitioners mostly 
available to and accessed by the public for 
primary and urgent care, and not only due to 
lower cost of their service but also the trust 
and respect they have gained over time.  

I argue that biomedical authority is not singular 
(Hahn and Kleinman 1995). It is ambiguous 
and transformed when re-adopted into 
local cultural-economic contexts in terms of 
patterns of authority and cultural practices. 
Pharmacy “daktars” (doctors) offer free or 
competitive low-cost health consultations, 
treatments, health check-up including 
pregnancy care, home visits and referral to 
private medical services and flexible payment 

options. The Weberian concept of authority 
works here differently beyond the state legal-
rational frameworks. Pharmacy daktar hold 
performative charisma in biomedicine to 
impress and build their ‘face’ (Goffman 2012) 
among patients. They continued serving as 
frontline primary health providers during the 
time of early Covid-19 health disaster despite 
risks, while the formal qualified doctors had 
stopped offering their services due to panic 
and fear of infection. 

However, I also observed experimental 
activities and unskilled prescribing (e.g. 
misspelled prescriptions and sale to patients 
of self-medication requests, sometimes 
leading to wrong prescriptions and adverse 
effects. Health and drug policy loopholes, 
health governance corruption and aggressive 
pharmaceutical marketing too influence 
unauthorised prescribing, indicating ongoing 
obstacles in implementing effective retail 
pharmacy practices and the use of medically 
qualified health workforce. 

Nur Newaz Khan, PhD Candidate
SOAA Discipline: Medical Anthropology

A child is given nebuliser to ease 
breathing problem/asthma attack 
and medication by the pharmacy 
daktar in a retail pharmacy shop 
in a suburban area in Dhaka city, 
Bangladesh.  
Image: Nur Newaz Khan

A female Skywalker gibbon at Nankang station, Gaoligong Mountains, China. 
Taken by: Jess Williams 
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School of Archaeology and Anthropology 
Collections Digital Project: Website Launch 

CNTA’s outreach is broad and inclusive. 
It stretches across the network of 
anthropological researchers, native title 
representative organisations and service 
providers, plus relevant government 
departments and institutions such as 
the Federal Court and National Native 
Title Tribunal, all of whom are involved in 
progressing native title and compensation 
claims, and in the case of Indigenous 
organisations community development 
aspirations post-determination.

With COVID restrictions operating in many 
states, CNTA decided to think laterally when 
offering a workshop in May in Alice Springs on 
The Governance of Trusts in Native Title Post-
Determination. We engaged First Nations Media 
to live stream the workshop sessions over 
two days to sector participants in lockdown 
Australia-wide. One satisfied virtual participant 
commented…

I just wanted to write and say how well the technology 

worked from my end for the workshop last week. …. The 

filming was great. For example, when the small group 

discussions were reporting back the filming was intuitive 

between the speakers and the notes on butcher’s paper and 

the room.

It was a great way to access the content of the workshop 

while [unable] to travel. Local

The workshop involved lawyers, 
anthropologists, community development 
practitioners and Aboriginal people with a 
focus on the complex issues often arising 
post-determination. These often involve 
disputation and politicking in the governance 
of the Registered Native Title Body Corporates 
(RNTBCs) holding the Native Title.

Disputation is also often ignited by matters 
arising from the use and distribution of Trust 
funds, and presentations focussed on how 
lawyers, anthropologists, and other specialists 
might usefully work collaboratively with Native 
Title holders to address such issues.

Julie Finlayson
SOAA Discipline: Anthropology

Centre for Native Title Anthropology (CNTA) outreach 
continues despite COVID 
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Objects housed in our School are the 
cornerstones of the disciplines of archaeology, 
anthropology and biological anthropology 
in Australia and the Pacific. While playing a 
central role in developing our fields of research, 
the objects themselves have been collecting 
dust in boxes in our department for decades. 
By shining light on the diversity and quality 
of the objects, the SoAA Collections Digital 
Project aims to celebrate the pioneering role 
of SoAA in the history and development of our 
disciplines and at the same time transport the 
historic collections into present and future 
research and education within SoAA. We are 
pleased to announce the launch of the School 
of Archaeology and Anthropology Collections 
website: archanthcollections.anu.edu.au/ This 
is a new online platform to showcase objects 
in our collections, tell their stories and connect 
our School’s researchers with the public, 
interested research collaborators, and local 
communities.

The SoAA Collections website shines the 
spotlight on the objects themselves, the tactile 
nature of what we study, and the touching 
stories of the people and places involved in 
their original collection. Some stories, like 
the Whitlam Shields donated to SoAA, are 
historical; others are political, such as the Toy 

Plane model. More stories focus on innovative 
analytical approaches such as the use of 3D 
scans to image Australopithecus africanus and 
micro-CT to digitally ‘unwrap’ Magic Bundles 
from PNG. In other stories, such as the Tikopia 
shell adzes, the social and sacred roles of 
objects are highlighted. While the Collections 
showcase the disciplinary expertise of our 
school, the open, diverse and interdisciplinary 
perspectives in the Collections website provide 
an opportunity for us to step back from our 
specialised niches and into a fun and creative 
mindset when viewing the objects and telling 
their stories.

This initiative was granted support through 
the SoAA Research Strategic Themes Funding 
Scheme in 2020. We thank all collaborators 
on this project who have submitted object 
contributions this year. The Collections website 
will continually expand as the collections 
are further explored and documented, and 
we welcome future contributions by anyone 
wanting to get involved.

Maggie Otto, Collections Officer 
Elle Grono, Research Officer 
Guillaume Molle, Senior Lecturer in Pacific 
Archaeology

SOAA Discipline: Interdisciplinary

School of Archaeology and Anthropology Collections website: archanthcollections.anu.edu.au/

A small discussion group at the CNTA 2 day workshop in Alice Springs in May 2021. The workshop focused on 
issues arising for Indigenous trusts and use of trust funds flowing from agreements and entitlements under the 
Native Title Act 1993. 

http://www.archanthcollections.anu.edu.au/
http://www.archanthcollections.anu.edu.au/
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Chris Gregory: Research update 

As anthropologists, we ply our trade by seeking 
insights on the lives of others, and sometimes 
ourselves, in far-off locales. This makes it easy 
to overlook the lessons to be learned from 
local sources. I was writing a chapter on what 
evolutionary theory can tell us about parenting 
and technology. Seeking apt illustrations for 
each example, I rummaged personal (Figure 
A) and open-access images. One of my case 
studies was the cultural evolution of baby 
bottles. The earliest were from Ancient Rome, 
but the only images I could find would have 
saddled me with hefy publishing fees. What 
could I do? My initial solution was to use 
something more recent—a porcelain bottle 
from 19th Century Japan. Then, as I walked to 
my classroom in AD Hope (miss that place!), 
something caught my eye. In one of the ANU 
Classics Museum’s cabinets was something 
that looked like the baby bottle of my desire. 
It’s label confirmed my suspicion and, just 
like that, I had the perfect image of one of the 
earliest infant-feeding vessels (Figure B). It was 

a timely lesson. The pandemic lockdowns and 
resultant fieldwork bans have meant that most 
of our research has had to focus on things that 
are right here under our noses.

Although these events occurred a couple years 
back (“the pandemic slowed down publishing,” 
my editors told me) the book was published in 
October 2021:

Kushnick G (2021). The cradle of humankind: 
Evolutionary approaches to technology 
and parenting. In: Weekes-Shackelford VA, 
Shackelford TK (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of 
Evolutionary Psychology and Parenting (pp. 115-
134). Oxford University Press.

Geoff Kushnick, Senior Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Biological Anthropology

In the (Not So) Far-Off Field 
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Fifty years ago Marshall Sahlins published his classic work, Stone Age Economics 
(SAE). As Graeber noted in his Foreword to the Routledge Classics Edition (2017), SAE 
has had a profound effect on many disciplines: archaeology, history, classics, literary 
theory, political theory, psychology, art history, sociology, philosophy, and students of 
religion. To mark the semi-centenary of SAE, Annals of the Fondazione Luigi Einaudi, 
An Interdisciplinary Journal of 
Economics, History and Political 
Science, asked 

seventeen scholars from 
different disciplines 
to write 8,000-word 

contributions for a special symposium. I happily accepted the invitation because it 
enabled me to address a question Graeber posed in his 2017 Foreword: Why economics 
was the only discipline that has never made significant use of the theoretical tools in 
SAE. Sadly, Sahlins passed away aged 90 as I was writing my essay. Even sadder was 
the unexpected death of Graeber, his star student, at the relatively early age of 59. 
Anthropology lost two of its most celebrated theorists in the space of a few months. My 
essay on SAE affirmed Graeber’s argument in his 2017 Foreword that Sahlins deserved 
the Nobel Prize in Economics, with the addendum that Sahlins should have been 
awarded it jointly with Graeber. (Available online www.annalsfondazioneluigieinaudi.it). 
Graeber’s death had an extraordinary impact globally. To honour his work LSE invited 14 
scholars from different countries to discuss different aspects of his work in a series of 
seven Friday morning zoom seminars from 22 October to 10 December. I was asked to 
present a 20-minute paper on his work on Value. (To appear online in Focaal.) Meanwhile, 
I have continued to work on my long-term ethnographic project on Lakshmi, the Hindu 
Goddess of Wealth, with my India-based collaborator of 30 years, Harihar Vaishnav. 
Sadly, he too passed away this year. 2021 has been an extra tough year for me.

Chris Gregory, Emeritus Professor of Anthropology
SOAA Discipline: Anthropology

Parenting and technology: (A) Ingenious contraption provides music and shade (Karo village, North Sumatra, 
Indonesia); (B) Sicilian infant-feeding vessel (4th Century BC).

https://www.annalsfondazioneluigieinaudi.it/
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Anthropology of Fintech and climate insurance             

Domesticated animals share similar features, 
such as floppy ears, curly tails, and smaller 
brains. Charles Darwin was first to notice 
that different domestic animals share 
similar characteristics despite not being 
closely related. These features, called the 
domestication syndrome, have long puzzled 
evolutionary biologists – what causes them to 
develop and how?

In 2014, geneticists proposed a compelling 
explanation: selection on tameness during 
the early phases of domestication has led 
to disruptions in the development of neural 
crest cells, thereby causing the domestication 
syndrome. Many tissues in the body - such as 
cartilage, bone, and connective tissue – form 
from neural crest cells, and this hypothesis 
gained much traction in the literature, with 
supporting evidence surfacing from genomic 
data. 

In recent research, published 
in Evolution Letters (Wilson 
et al. 2021) and Journal of 
Experimental Zoology (Wilson 
2021) together with colleagues 
at the University of Zurich 
(Switzerland), we set out to 
provide the morphological piece 
of the puzzle, asking whether 
there was evidence for the 
neural crest hypothesis among 
different pairs of wild and 
domestic mammals. 

We used advanced 3D 
quantitative approaches 
to record variation in the 

shape of cranial bones, comparing six pairs 
of domesticated mammals with their wild 
relatives using over 500 specimens from 
historical collections worldwide. Surprisingly, 
we did not find strong evidence for the neural 
crest hypothesis.

The validity of the domestication syndrome, 
and the conditions under which its 
expectations are met, continue to be a subject 
of controversy. Our research results add to 
the narrative that domestication is not a ‘one 
size fits all’ process. The next step is to use 
skeletal markers to explore the extent to which 
domestication has been a stressful process for 
the animals involved.

Laura Wilson, ARC Future Fellow
SOAA Discipline: Biological Anthropology

Can we pin the curly tails of our pet dogs on neural crest 
cells?
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After conducting extensive fieldwork in 
Paraguay pre-COVID, this year I wrapped up 
my ARC DECRA fellowship and published 
some of the early findings of the project. After 
many years of collaborating with Dr. Sohini 
Kar at the London School of Economics, we 
published a major article in the journal Current 
Anthropology on “Sub-prime Empire: on the 
in-betweenness of finance,” including critical 
commentaries from field-leading scholars in 
economic anthropology. Significant findings 
from the project will also appear in Cultural 
Anthropology in my open access article on 
“Weedy Finance: weather insurance and 
parametric life on unstable ground.” The 
policy implications of microinsurance and 
social welfare for low-income communities 
are also explored in Development and Change, 
in my article on “‘Risky Data’ for inclusive 
microinsurance infrastructures.” My research 
suggests that detailed on-the-ground 
perspectives on how financial systems impact 
our everyday lives can influence major debates 
about anthropological theories of value while at 
the same time making important contributions 
to public policy and financial regulation. This 

is especially important when we consider how 
financial services are adapting to climate 
change – such as insurance against extreme 
weather.

These research advances would not be possible 
without the intense engagement with a global 
network of scholars working on anthropology 
of finance. Perhaps this is the silver lining 
of our Zoom-mediated lives! The Financial 
Frontiers group is an international research 
collaboration that has met monthly to workshop 
work in progress. I also have presented 
my findings to highly engaged research 
communities, including the Cambridge Senior 
Research Seminar, the economic anthropology 
working group at the University of San 
Martin in Buenos Aires, and the anthropology 
department at Chinese University Hong Kong. 
And we can do it all without jet-lag!

You can currently download “Sub-Prime Empire: 
On the In-Betweenness of Finance” for free at: 
https://doi.org/10.1086/716066

Caroline E. Schuster, Senior Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Anthropology

Image supplied by Caroline Schuster

Domestic animals share a set of 
similar features, such curly tails 
and floppy ears, but how these 
similarities arose remains hotly 
debated (Photo: Laura Wilson).

https://doi.org/10.1086/716066
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2021 saw academic staff in the School busily redesigning two of our foundational courses, 
ANTH1002 Culture and Human Diversity: Introducing Anthropology, and ANTH1003 Global Citizen: 
Culture, Development and Inequality, around a model of collaborative and interdisciplinary 
teaching. The rationales for doing this were several. One was to give us more flexibility in how 
we organise our teaching to help cope with our challenging staff to student ratio, as well as the 
uncertainties of Coronatimes. Another was to foster collegiality by making teaching a more 
convivial experience, allowing us to share ideas and experiences and do some real, grassroots 
“de-siloing” of the three disciplines that comprise the school. 

Working together, the Anthropologists came up with an innovative course assessment design 
for Global Citizen. Informed by some of the principles of Team Based Learning (TBL), the goal 
was to evaluate students weekly, and return grades to them promptly with detailed feedback 
delivered via an interactive rubric. Having turned ANTH1003 into a collaborative course, we used 
this as a model for a new take on ANTH1002 Culture and Human Diversity. This course is to be 
trialled in 2022 with a team of Convenors, one each from Archaeology, Biological Anthropology 
and Anthropology. Teaching will be framed by a series of “shared” weeks giving interdisciplinary 
perspectives on issues such as text, writing, methodology and research. The main content of 
ANTH1002 will be two thematic blocks organised around the themes of the body and environment, 
each comprising an in-depth lecture from one particular disciplinary perspective. This kind of 
“four field” (three fields in our case) teaching hasn’t been done in Australia for decades now, 
due to the way in which the disciplines separated from each other along the lines of the British 
experience. We hope the publication of anthropologist-archaeologist pair David Graeber and 
David Wengrow’s The Dawn of Everything (2021) is an auspicious sign we are on the right track by 
trying to reignite debate and collaboration across our disciplinary boundaries in the School. 

Ashley Carruthers, Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Anthropology/Interdisciplinary

Rethinking Perceptions Around Online Practical 
Laboratory delivery: A Quantitative Comparison of In-
Person and Online Educational Outcomes in Biological 
Anthropology Using 3D Models 

Collaborative Teaching in the School 
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Dr Laura Wilson, Dr Katharine Balolia and Dr Stacey Ward were awarded a 
CASS Teaching and Learning Grant of $4975 under the theme of ‘Re-thinking 
delivery’. Their project seeks to develop new teaching materials using state-
of-the-art 3D skeletal models to engage students as part of online laboratory 
sessions for two biological anthropology courses: BIAN2015/6517 Human 
Skeletal Analysis and BIAN3113/6013 Human Evolution. They will run online 
lab sessions using 3D models in addition to their in-person lab sessions 
which use cast or bone specimens. 
The idea is to directly compare 
measures of student experience 
and student achievement to 
assess the effectiveness of online 
teaching compared to the in-person 
experience. Through this project, 
they aim to develop innovative 3D 
teaching resources that can be rolled 
out across a range of disciplines. 
They will use the findings of their 
study to identify areas for future 
course enrichment.

Laura Wilson, ARC Future Fellow, 
Katharine Balolia, Lecturer,
Stacey Ward, Lecturer
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Sex differences in the skulls and canine teeth 
of gibbons and siamang 

Simone Dennis, Associate Dean for Research Engagement, Impact and Innovation
SOAA Discipline: Anthropology

Simone Dennis: Research update 

With the assistance of a colleague from University of Melbourne, Andrew Dawson, 
I have been asked by Routledge to produce a first year anthropology text book and 
podcast based on my teaching endeavours for ANTH1002. It will be delivered to the 
press in March 2022. This is a first-year introductory textbook that is written with 
(not just for) undergraduate students. The book is a shot over the bow at the maieutic 
relations that we think can unfurl between teachers and learners. Even in research-led 
education contexts, teachers can continue to see their roles principally as bringing 
known ideas to student consciousness -- something often regarded as paradigmatic of 
education currently favoured in Australian universities and more generally across the 
western world.  The book and podcast will feature 50 ANU students. 

Book1

The idea that won the Public Anthropology Prize in 2018 co authored with Alison Behie, 
will be published by Lexington Press in 2022. It will be delivered to the press in January. 
It’s called Mentored to Perfection: Masculine Terms of Success in Academia. It’s a 
comprehensive look at women’s experiences of patriarchy understood through a very 
critical analysis of mentoring as it is operationalised in academic institutions across the 
western world. It involves hundreds of ethnographic interviews, analyses of the spatial 
manifestations of universities, and includes the shadowy presence of Anthena – the 
woman behind Mentor in the Homerian myth. 

Book 2

An edited volume will be delivered in April 2022 that closely examines the conditions 
under which anthropologists work, especially when they’re dealing with ostensibly 
laudable interventionist projects, such as smoking cessation and drinking moderation. 
The collection aims to problematize and complicate what, on the face of it, looks like 
research for good, and ultimately makes a contribution to the practice of anthropology 
beyond the institution. 

Book 3
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Research published this year by Dr. Katharine 
Balolia in the International Journal of 
Primatology shows that among eight gibbon 
and siamang species, only three species 
(lar gibbons, Eastern hoolock gibbons and 
siamang) show sex differences in their skulls 
and canine dentition. Prior to this research 
being conducted, gibbons and siamang were 
previously thought to show slight body size 
differences between males and females but 
no-one had thoroughly investigated whether 
there were differences in their skulls or canine 
teeth.

In this research, I used 3D surface models 
collected from museums in the UK (London) 
and USA (New York, Washington D.C. and 
Chicago) to collect craniofacial data and I 
used geometric morphometric techniques 
to understand whether males and females 
differed in the size and shape of their skulls 
and canine teeth. The findings show that some 
gibbon and siamang species, who are mostly 
known as being monogamous, are subject 

to selection in association with male-male 
competition, similar to what is experienced 
in other apes such gorillas and orangutans. 
The results further show that Eastern hoolock 
gibbons show a high degree of sex differences 
in their browridge (the bony region above the 
eyes), in which white fur highlights this region 
in males. This suggests that white fur may have 
evolved in Eastern Hoolock gibbon males to 
highlight this bony region.

An article based on this research was published 
in The Conversation on ‘How gibbon skulls 
could help us understand the social lives of our 
ancient ancestors’: theconversation.com/how-
gibbon-skulls-could-help-us-understand-the-
social-lives-of-our-ancient-ancestors-166553. 
The study findings will be presented (virtually) 
at the International Primatological Society 
Congress XXIX in Quito, Ecuador in January 
2022.

Katharine Balolia, Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Biological Anthropology

Line drawings of a male Eastern hoolock gibbon cranium (left) and a female Eastern hoolock gibbon cranium 
(right). 

https://theconversation.com/how-gibbon-skulls-could-help-us-understand-the-social-lives-of-our-ancient-ancestors-166553
https://theconversation.com/how-gibbon-skulls-could-help-us-understand-the-social-lives-of-our-ancient-ancestors-166553
https://theconversation.com/how-gibbon-skulls-could-help-us-understand-the-social-lives-of-our-ancient-ancestors-166553
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Gibbons in the gap: how the small apes can help us 
uncover the evolutionary origins of human thought

I am currently writing my doctoral thesis 
drawing on my ethnographic research (2019 
to 2020). My research explores the lives of 
medical practitioners at county-level hospitals 
in the Tibet Autonomous Region, China. I lived 
near two juxtaposing, interconnected, yet 
contesting public hospitals of biomedicine and 
Tibetan medicine in a county for two years, 
to explore people’s private and professional 
lives. In a mega context of health reform 
and intensive ‘developing’ efforts of China’s 
central government there, my interlocutors 
appear to experience mental and physical 
precariousness. They work as medical 
professionals, but also responsible for 
‘maintaining-stability’, an officially government/
party organized neighbourhood-watch to 
supervise the local society. 

While residing in the peripheries to the centres 
of government power, people must negotiate 
different understandings of risks deriving 
from their work and the political-economic 
environment to pursue the good for themselves 
and patients. For example, obstetricians in the 
People’s Hospital prefer transferring delivering 
women to higher-level hospitals to avoid any 

risks the patients and themselves might face, 
even if deliveries can be handled by their 
capacity. 

People constantly pursue a stable and better 
life under clashes of traditions and modernity. 
Tibetan medicine practitioners held a first-
ever medica-materia recognizing event, as a 
reinvention of rituals, to re-establish losing 
traditions and values after the institutional 
establishment of the Tibetan Medicine Hospital 
which provides them stable income and social 
respect.

In both hospitals, the staff are subjects of 
governance and act as enforcers of governing 
powers. The value of medical staff was 
recognized unprecedentedly in the time of 
COVID-19. The gap between the hospitals and 
their staff were simultaneously amplified and 
healed by the assemblage of the fragile health 
provision in the area via emergent simulations 
against a potential outbreak of the disease that 
threatens the entire population there. 

Ruonan Chen, PhD Candidate
SOAA Discipline: Anthropology

Stranded Medical Lives in Tibet, China 
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Gibbons are truly fascinating animals. Not 
only are they Asia’s most agile acrobats, 
singing and swinging their way through 
the treetops, but they are also uniquely 
positioned to help us determine when, why 
and how our thinking skills evolved. Thinking 
is a phenomenon that can be broken down 
into three major components: representation, 
reasoning, and reflection. For each of these 
components, there is evidence that great 
apes have more advanced abilities than other 
primates, suggesting that early great ape 
ancestors faced selective pressures to develop 
such capacities. Yet, despite the wealth of 
knowledge that we have about great ape 
cognition, the thinking skills of small apes 
remain almost entirely unknown, with gibbons 
currently excluded from these evolutionary 
reconstructions.

My PhD research, as a candidate in Biological 
Anthropology, sought to change that by 
studying the thinking skills of two gibbon 
species. At the Gibbon Conservation Centre 
in California (USA), I presented gibbons with 
a series of object choice puzzles designed 

to explore five sub-components of their 
thinking skills: object permanence, inferential 
reasoning, inhibitory control, behavioural 
flexibility, and metacognition. By exchanging 
raspberries for their participation, I discovered 
that gibbons also share with great apes some 
advanced cognitive abilities that have yet to 
be well-evidenced in other primates, such as 
stage 6 invisible displacement understanding 
and the use of cognitively-derived information 
in metacognitive decision-making. These skills 
appear to be linked by a broader capacity 
for secondary representation. One theory to 
explain this shared trait is that early apes, with 
their upright postures, suspensory positional 
behaviours, and drive to maintain a ripe fruit 
diet, faced a suite of selective pressures that 
favoured the expansion of the ape cerebellum, 
and with it, enhanced representational abilities.

Amy King, Graduating PhD Candidate
SOAA Discipline: Biological Anthropology

Doctors of the hospitals 
providing joint onsite annual 
health-check in a local 
monestery
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Safe Migration and the Politics of Brokered 
Safety in Southeast Asia 

Wölpe Castle is an important place on the River Weser in Niedersachsen, Germany, where 
the history of the region from the high Middle Ages to the 19th century is impressively 
evident. From the 12th century onwards, the influential counts of von Wölpe had their 
ancestral seat here. They built a motte and bailey style castle in the defensive low of 
the Wölpe brook, which survived largely intact until the devastation of the Thirty Years 
War. Most recently, the former castle hill was the official administrative centre for the 
county until the buildings were demolished in 1876.The archaeological remains now lie 
beneath the earth of the wooded hill. This volume reports on the results of the professional 
archaeological research program and student training investigations to date.

Ash Lenton, Academic
Philip J. Piper, Professor of Archaeology
SOAA Discipline: Archaeology

“Die Ausgrabungen auf der Burg Wölpe: The Excavations at 
Burg Wölpe“ by Jens Berthold, Erich Block, Elise Jakeman, 
Ash Lenton, Kristina Novak-Klimscha, Philip J. Piper, 
Emma Spencer, Patrick Tarner, Frank Wedekind, and Eboni 
Westbury
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The book investigates how the United Nations, 
governments, and aid agencies mobilise 
and instrumentalise migration policies and 
programmes through a discourse of safe 
migration. 

Since the early 2000s, numerous non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), UN 
agencies, and governments have warmed to 
the concept of safe migration, often within 
a context of anti-trafficking interventions. 
The United Nations’ main migration policy 
framework, the Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and Regular migration, elevates safety 
to a central policy concern. Yet, both the policy-
enthusiasm for safety, as well as how safe 
migration comes into being through policies 
and programs remain unexplored. Based on 

seven years of ethnographic fieldwork in the 
Mekong region, this is the first book that traces 
the emergence of safe migration, why certain 
aid actors gravitate towards the concept, 
as well as how safe migration policies and 
programmes unfold through aid agencies 
and government bodies. The book argues 
that safe migration is best understood as 
brokered safety. Although safe migration policy 
interventions attempt to formalize pre-emptive 
and protective measures to enhance labour 
migrants’ well-being, the book shows through 
vivid ethnographic details how formal migration 
assistance in itself depends on – and produces 
– informal and mediated practices. Whereas 
labour migrants frequently become dependent 
on migration brokers to obtain and maintain 
legal migration status, government bodies work 
through informal migration associations in 
order to implement their formal safe migration 
policy models.  

The book offers unprecedented insights 
into what safe migration policies look like 
in practice. It is an innovate contribution to 
contemporary theorizing of contemporary 
forms of migration governance and will be 
of interest to sociologists, anthropologists, 
political scientists, and human geographers 
working within the fields of Migration studies, 
Development Studies, as well as Southeast 
Asian and Global Studies.

The ebook version of this book is available in 
open access format at: www.taylorfrancis.com/
books/oa-mono/10.4324/9781003185734/safe-
migration-politics-brokered-safety-southeast-
asia-sverre-molland

Sverre Molland, Senior Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Development Studies

Cover of Safe Migration and the Politics of 
Brokered Safety in Southeast Asia 

Cover of Die Ausgrabungen auf der Burg Wölpe: The Excavations at Burg Wölpe 

https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/oa-mono/10.4324/9781003185734/safe-migration-politics-brokered-safety-southeast-asia-sverre-molland
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/oa-mono/10.4324/9781003185734/safe-migration-politics-brokered-safety-southeast-asia-sverre-molland
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/oa-mono/10.4324/9781003185734/safe-migration-politics-brokered-safety-southeast-asia-sverre-molland
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/oa-mono/10.4324/9781003185734/safe-migration-politics-brokered-safety-southeast-asia-sverre-molland
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Nicolas Peterson: Research update 

In March 2021, I published a research monograph titled An Archaeology of 
Innovation. This book was the culmination of my DECRA project and has been 
in the works in one form or another since 2014. The underlying idea emerged 
during my doctoral research when one of the department post-docs looked me 
in the eye and said, “Cate, all this stuff you’ve drawn out about imitation is pretty 
cool, but how actually do you understand innovation to work?” Twelve years later, 
this book is my answer. The motivating question was two-part: first, what traces 
of innovation can we see in the archaeological record and how do these tell 
us about past people’s society; and, second, does an archaeological approach 
to innovation help us understand innovation in the present? I’m not sure many 
people outside archaeology will pick up the book—disciplinary silos are a real 
problem—but those who have tell me it makes sense and made them think 
which is pretty much all I can ask for! Having spent the better part of a decade 
thinking and writing about archaeology and innovation, I’m thrilled the book is 
finally out, a bit nervous to see how it’s received, and excited to move on to new 
research topis. 

Catherine J. Frieman, Associate Professor
SOAA Discipline: Archaeology

An Archaeology of Innovation: Approaching social and 
technological change in human society 
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Fouzieyha asked me what I am up to in my room 
in A.D. Hope.  Apart from having to excavate 
maps, notebooks and reports from a 1978-9 
land claim because of a current dispute among 
children and grandchildren of the people I 
worked with, I am joining with Georgia Curran, 
who finished her PhD here in 2010, and Linda 
Barwick from the Conservatorium of Music 
at the University of Sydney, and two Warlpiri 
colleagues, Valerie Martin and Simon Fisher, 
on a volume of essays on vitality and change in 
Warlpiri songs. The manuscript of ten chapters 
is just about to go out to reviewers. I have now 
turned to reworking the ethnographic core of 
my PhD thesis to turn it into a monograph.  The 

monograph will focus on the life of two groups 
of self-supporting Aboriginal people in Arnhem 
Land, looking at their pattern of land use over 
four years and who lived with whom and why.  
The big challenge is that because the fieldwork 
was done in the late 1960s I have no accurate 
maps which are really needed for publication, 
so I am planning a fieldtrip mid-2022 to GPS 
one hundred and fifty or more places, before I 
finalise it.

Nicolas Peterson, Emeritus Professor of 
Anthropology 
SOAA Discipline: Anthropology

Cover of An Archaeology of 
Innovation

This photograph was taken at Daldjalangurr wet season camp in March 1967 on the escarpment at the south-
eastern corner of the Arafura Swamp, northeast Arnhem Land.  Warngar is sleeping, Manyunyu and his wife 
Murubadj are talking and Biriwun sits with back to the camera. 
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New 3D modelling approaches to fixing fractures, a 
patient-specific approach? 

The recently established Interdisciplinary 
Pottery Research Group (iporg.com.au) 
gathers academics from the ANU sharing an 
interest for pottery studies. With members 
in the Research School of Earth Sciences, 
School of Culture, History and Language and 
the School of Archaeology & Anthropology, 
IPORG provides an opportunity for researchers 
and students involved in pottery studies to 
combine their expertise in a dynamic and 
cross-disciplinary environment fertile for 
collaboration, discussion and innovation. 
This allows us to be able to tackle a variety 
of archaeological, technological and/or 
methodological problems. 

One of the facets of our work that progressed 
a lot this year is the development of organic 
residue analysis for pottery samples. 
Walking in the footsteps of Wal Ambrose 
and the late Barry Fankhauser, two pioneers 
who experimented with residue analysis in 
archaeological material at ANU in the 1990s, 
analysis of lipid material in archaeological 
pottery were undertaken for the first time 
in Australia by Zoe Behrendt in 2020-2021 
in Jochen Brocks’s laboratory in RSES. The 

results of this pilot study demonstrate that lipid 
residues can be extracted and interpreted at 
the ANU, which is very promising. In 2022, we 
are intending to continue developing projects 
and analytical methods, in parallel with 
ongoing projects involving Lapita pottery from 
Vanuatu with Karine Taché (Canada Research 
Chair in Biomolecular Archaeology) and Camilla 
Speller (University of British Columbia). 

In addition to research activities, 2021 saw the 
establishment of our first partnership with 
the private sector thanks to an association 
with Kleinfelder/GANDA, an environmental 
consulting firm with offices in California, 
Hawai’i and Guam. Similar analytical 
services are also at the core of another newly 
established partnership with Matt Napolitano 
from the University of Oregon. The unique 
combination of analytical expertise and 
experience gathered in IPORG makes us 
an attractive option for archaeologists and 
consultancy companies looking for specialists 
to analyse pottery collections and we are 
constantly working on further expanding our 
network.

Mathieu Leclerc, Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Archaeology

Interdisciplinary Pottery Research Group (IPORG) 2021 
Update 
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A new research collaboration between 
Dr Laura Wilson and Prof Paul Smith and 
Dr Tom Ward at the Canberra Hospital 
(ACT Health) sets out to apply 3D shape 
modelling techniques to improve fracture 
fixation for lower limb injuries.

Fractures of the pelvis and tibia often 
present complex cases that require 
fixation plates to heal and allow 
the patient to return to activity. An 
orthopaedic surgeon often needs to intra-
operatively manually adjust a standard 
plate (e.g. bend or twist implant) to 
improve fit with the patient’s bone shape. 
3D modelling and printing can be used 
to produce personalized implants, via a 
mirror reconstruction technique – i.e. the 
uninvolved side is used as a reference 
shape to design the implant, using the 
patient’s specific bone geometry as a 
template. This provides an improved 
outcome that fits the patient and reduces 
post-surgical complications; however 
it assumes that differences in shape 
and size between left and right sides 
(asymmetry) are negligible. 

This project will develop 3D shape 
methods to quantifying the variance 

of bone geometry across a population 
of healthy individuals. It will translate 
methods from biological anthropology 
and evolutionary sciences to a clinical 
context. The research will help assess 
the relative merits of designing ‘off the 
shelf’ plates which are mass produced 
based on average population anatomy, 
compared with personalized plates which 
offer clinical advantages but require more 
resources to design and manufacture. 
Laura recently received seed funding to 
support a postdoctoral fellow through 
the ARC Training centre for Multiscale 3D 
Imaging, Modelling, and Manufacturing. 
More details here: m3d.edu.au/ 

Laura Wilson, ARC Future Fellow 
Discipline: Biological Anthropology

This research will use virtual modelling approaches to assess limb shape and size asymmetry. 
(Image: Laura Wilson)

Zoe Behrendt preparing samples for organic 
residue analysis of Lapita pottery.

Photos from a project involving experimental 
manufacturing and cooking in pottery in Boera, 
Papua New Guinea (Barry Fankhauser and Wal 
Ambrose, 1989)

http://iporg.com.au
http://m3d.edu.au/
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Peter Bellwood: Engagement & Outreach up-
date 

This year I was invited by the historian Alison 
Moore from Western Sydney University 
to collaborate on our ARC-Discovery 
project, titled: Gynaecological Surgeries: An 
Intercultural History of the Present. We received 
excellent reviews. If successful, the project 
begins in 2022. Our article, the pilot study 
for this project: “The Global Proliferation of 
Radical Gynaecological Surgeries; A History 
of the Present was published in October 
2021 in History and Anthropology. We ask 
questions about the resilience of radical 
gynaecological surgeries, (e.g. hysterectomy 
and oophorectomy), from the moment of their 
widespread use in Western European and 
American practices of the late nineteenth 
century, to their renewed increase in the Indian 
subcontinent and Africa into our own time. You 
can download the article here: doi.org/10.1080/
02757206.2021.1987232

My book chapter “Forms and Ethics of Baloch 
Midwifery Contesting the Violations of 
Biomedicalized Childbirth in Pakistan” traces 
how dhīnabogs’ (Baloch midwives’), ethical 
stances, and critical outlook concerning the 
iatrogenic effects of biomedical interventions 
are non-oppositional forms of everyday 
resistance. The protective role of dhīnabogiri 
(midwifery) is embedded in the intimate 
aspects of childbirth that profoundly structure 

the ethical relationship between the labouring 
woman and her dhīnabog. This relationship 
is defined not only by dhīnabogs’ concern for 
the well-being of mother and child, but also by 
their character and ethics, which are inscribed 
in the vernacular and social authorized praxis 
of dhīnabogs, kawwās (expert midwives) and 
balluk (granny midwives). The chapter is being 
published in Childbirth in South Asia: Old 
Paradoxes and New Challenges, Eds Clémence 
Jullien and Roger Jeffery (Oxford UP, 2021). In 
December, other specialists will comment on 
the volume in a virtual book launch. Globally, 
childbirth conditions are changing, but not 
all in the same direction. Whereas women in 
the global North increasingly press for more 
home deliveries to escape the increasing over-
medicalisation of institutionalised childbirths, 
in the global South hospital deliveries are 
rising, and women who deliver at home are 
stigmatized. The book illustrates the continuing 
paradoxes and the new challenges surrounding 
childbirth in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Nepal. It brings together anthropologists, 
historians, and sociologists who reflect on the 
implications of new techno-medical schemes 
for women’s own experiences.

Fouzieyha Towghi, Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Anthropology

Childbirth in South Asia/ Global Proliferation of 
Gynaecological Surgeries
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Peter Bellwood currently has a book in press 
with Princeton University Press, due for 
publication early 2022, entitled The Five Million 
Year Odyssey: The Human Journey from Ape to 
Agriculture. This book has been written for a 
non-specialised readership. He is also working 
on a revision of his 2005 book First Farmers 
(originally published by Blackwell) for Wiley. 
This is due for submission in mid-2022. 

Peter also has two previous books soon to be 
published in Mandarin Chinese: First Migrants 
(English version published by Wiley, 2013) and 
First Islanders (English version published by 
Wiley, 2017). His First Farmers (first ed. 2005) 
was published in Mandarin in Shanghai in 2020.

In July, Peter was awarded the 28th International 
Cosmos Prize by the Expo ’90 Foundation in 
Osaka, Japan.

Peter was also awarded an ARC Discovery 
grant with Phil Piper commencing 2020, and 
both Peter and Phil are waiting for COVID-19 
to go away so that they can continue with field 
research on Pre-Neolithic and Neolithic sites in 
central Vietnam, in collaboration with Professor 
Lam My Dung of Hanoi National University, 
Vietnam.

Emeritus Professor Peter Bellwood
SOAA Discipline: Archaeology

Baloch midwife holding swaddled newborn after having help deliver, washed, oil massaged and swaddled 
the baby. ©Photo by Fouzieyha Towghi

Baloch midwife holding swaddled newborn after having help deliver, washed, oil massaged 
and swaddled the baby. Photo by Fouzieyha Towghi
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privilege to give private guided tours of the exhibition 
to Professor Joan Leach (Director, Australian National 
Centre for the Public Awareness of Science), Professor 
Rae Frances (Dean, College of Arts and Social 
Sciences, Australian National University) and Professor 
Sharon Bell (Dean, College of Asia and The Pacific, 
Australian National University). 

It has been both exciting and humbling to curate 
and facilitate this exhibition, and discover so many 
new artists in the Department of Archaeology and 
Anthropology. Bringing Unearthed to life has been an 
exciting melding of worlds, and the further discovery 
that the realms of art, archaeology and anthropology 
were never so separate at all.

Isabella Shaw, Masters Student 
Mathieu Leclerc, Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Interdisciplinary

For tens of thousands of years art has been 
the means though which we as humans have 
interpreted, understood and expressed our 
world. Pairing visual art with archaeology might 
appear unusual at first, but the two disciplines 
are not dissimilar in the ways in which they 
strive to examine and interpret human lives, 
cultures and experiences. Combining these two 
worlds as an exhibition is something Bella has 
been thinking about for some years.

The idea of organising an art exhibition with an 
archaeological flavour actually floated around 
the School of Archaeology & Anthropology for 
many years before it finally came to fruition 
in 2021. The initial conceptualisation involved 
Aleese Barron and Elle Grono back when 
they were Masters students in 2014–2015. 
After days of using microscopes to look at 
the colours, undulations and scintillations 
of mineral grains present in soil and pottery 
samples, they could not help but think 
that archaeological material was at times 
aesthetically pleasing. An exhibition displaying 
various types of archaeological material/
techniques could indeed convey artistic 
insights about the discipline and present a 
platform for archaeological scientists and the 
general public to connect through a shared 
fascination with archaeological materials. At 
the time, Mathieu was working with similar 
materials whilst finishing his PhD thesis so 
this led to very interesting conversations but 
nothing came out of it instantly.

Fast-forward four years, both Dr Elle and 
Dr Aleese have now finished their PhDs and 
Mathieu is Lecturer in the School. One day in 
2019, a funding opportunity perfect for this 
kind of event presented itself in the form of 
the CASS-CAP Discipline Leadership Group, 
comprised of Mirani Lister, Dougald O’Reilly, 
Geoff Clark and Mathieu Leclerc. Funding 
was secured and a dynamic group of students 
masterfully led by Isabella Shaw and Iona 
Claringbold organised what would become 
Unearthed, that was displayed in the Australian 

Centre for China in the World in June 2021.

Our foremost intention with Unearthed 
was to engage the ANU archaeology and 
anthropology community, with a particular 
focus on students, but also researchers 
and members of faculty. It didn’t take long 
to realise just how many people within 
the department were working on artistic 
projects, either as part of their research, or 
as a creative personal outlet. From here, it 
soon became evident that we would have no 
trouble filling a gallery space with exciting 
and innovative work.

This is not the first time that creative and 
research-based practices have met in the 
School of Archaeology and Anthropology. 
The ANU Anthropology Department’s 
ran its highly successful photography 
exhibition for several years, and creative 
projects (particularly graphic novels) are 
starting to feature heavily in ARC funded 
research within the School of Archaeology 
and Anthropology. However, Unearthed offered 
the first opportunity for students and staff to 
engage in an event with such broad material 
scope. We wanted to allow participants the 
greatest level of freedom when producing work 
for the exhibition, meaning all mediums were 
accepted, and experimentation encouraged. 
This resulted in an incredible diversity of 
medias, from watercolours, 3D printing and 
crochet to microphotography, digital art and 
sculpture. Amassing such a diverse array 
of artworks meant that the catalogue of 
Unearthed was both timeless and modern, 
pushing the boundaries of what might be seen 
in a traditional museum-based exhibition.

Unearthed was opened on the final day of the 
ABACUS Student Conference on June 18 2021. 
This opening was a beautiful celebration of 
the creativity in the School of Archaeology 
and Anthropology. Further recognition of 
everybody’s hard work came in the weeks 
following opening night, where it was our great 

How Unearthed came together 

Photos of some of the exhibits displayed and the organising 
committee (Iona Claringbold, Isabella Shaw, Elisa Scorsini and 
Mathieu Leclerc)
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Reducing Vulnerability and Precarity of Low-Skilled 
Women in Short-Term Migration and the G20

In April, I hosted a virtual tour of the school’s collections as part of the 2020 
ACT Heritage Festival. Most of the school’s collections have never been on 
display so the tour was an opportunity to give a behind-the-scenes look at 
some of our most interesting objects. In particular it showcased the newly 
revamped Pacific Collection stores. I was lucky to be joined by Master’s 
student Bella Shaw who talked about her current research project on our 
large collection of Tikopian shell adze blades. Conducting the tour virtually, 
and being one of the few online events in the festival, meant that the event 
attracted viewers from not just Canberra but from around the country. This 
was a successful first appearance in the Heritage Festival; we hope to 
continue to be part of the festival and to expand our offerings into in-person 
tours in the future. 

A recording of the tour can be viewed here: youtube.com/watch?v=_
mSLV5164mQ

Maggie Otto, SoAA Collections Manager

SoAA Collections Tour for ACT Heritage Festival 
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It was quite a surprise when our project looking at the experiences of migrant women 
from Bangladesh and Nepal to Lebanon and Jordan in the garment and domestic 
service sector was invited to submit a policy brief1 to the Think20 (T20). The T20 is the 
official engagement group of the G202 who met in Rome in October. The ANU team and 
our project partners with the International Food Policy Research Institute have been 
struggling with COVID restrictions to get a sense of the experiences of migrant women 
in these highly precarious working lives. Our initial work with key informant and the 
literature came up with a policy brief with the wordy title of ‘Reducing Vulnerability and 
Precarity of Low-Skilled Women in Short-Term Migration from the Global South: Key 
Policy Recommendations for the G-20’ .  So it was with some satisfaction that some 
of our recommendations, particularly around recognition of migrants:  ‘ensuring full 
respect for their human rights and fundamental freedoms regardless of their migration 
status’, in the G-20 Rome Leaders Declaration.  The next step of the project is some field 
work with partners in Bangladesh and Nepal doing interviews on our behalf, with focus 
groups of returned migrants. We may even get some more data for another paper to the 
G-20 meeting in Bali later next year.

Patrick Kilby, Senior Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Development Studies

1. Wu, Joyce,  Patrick Kilby, Sawsan Abdulrahim, Zahid ul Arefin Choudhury, Nazmun Ratna, Hagar 
El Didi, Claudia Ringler, 2021. ‘Reducing Vulnerability and Precarity of Low-Skilled Women in 
Short-Term Migration from the Global South: Key Policy Recommendations for the G-20’  paper for 
Task Force 10: Migration for the Think20 (T20), the official engagement group of the G20. Rome

2. G-20. 2021. ‘Leaders Declaration’, G20 Rome. www.g20.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/G20-
ROME-LEADERS-DECLARATION.pdf.

http://youtube.com/watch?v=_mSLV5164mQ
http://youtube.com/watch?v=_mSLV5164mQ
http://www.g20.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/G20-ROME-LEADERS-DECLARATION.pdf
http://www.g20.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/G20-ROME-LEADERS-DECLARATION.pdf
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The Gender Agenda: Using Modern Insights to 
Explore the Ethics of Gendering the Dead

Researchers from the School of Archaeology 
and Anthropology have been delving into 
the stories of women and young children 
throughout time. Dr Justyna Miszkiewicz, 
Associate Prof Alison Behie and international 
collaborators applied virtual histology to 
Neanderthal milk teeth, revealing that prenatal 
and postnatal growth may have occurred more 
rapidly in some Neanderthal infants than in 
modern humans1. The findings are consistent 
with Neanderthal mothers diversifying 
the diet of their infants at a younger age. 
This study is part of Justyna and Alison’s 
ongoing collaboration characterising dental 
microstructure in a documented collection 
of Australian children’s tooth thin sections 
generously funded by CASS. In October 
2021, they both presented the significance of 
this sample at The Society for the Study of 
Childhood in the Past conference. Alison was 
an invited keynote speaker, emphasising the 
importance of referring to modern samples in 
bioarchaeological research.

In another dental study led by former SoAA 
Honours student and university medal recipient, 
Alexandra Wulff, high frequencies of disruption 
to enamel deposition (enamel hypoplasia) in 
early infancy were found to correspond with a 
lower mean age-at-death among children from 
several ancient Southeast Asian archaeological 

sites2. In a wider view of infants in the 
archaeological record, Dr Clare McFadden, 
former SoAA Honours student Brianna Muir, 
and Prof Marc Oxenham reported on the 
relationship between infant representation in 
burial samples and the rate of infant deaths. 
They found the number of infants is a stronger 
predictor of fertility than infant mortality 
and provided a synthesis of the literature on 
factors influencing infant representation in 
archaeological samples (e.g., taphonomy) 
and those influencing infant mortality (e.g., 
disease and care)3. These research efforts are 
contributing to a greater understanding of the 
lives of women and children throughout time.

Clare McFadden, Lecturer
SOAA Discipline: Biological Anthropology

What was it like to be a woman or child in the deep past,  
and what did this mean for their biology? 
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A late-night hallway chat has evolved into an exciting research opportunity for 
SOAA biological anthropologists and anthropologists Laura Wilson, Stacey 
Ward, Alison Behie, and Simone Dennis. 

While bioarchaeology, the study of skeletal remains from archaeological 
sites, seeks to provide a holistic view of life in the past, it has been critiqued 
as ‘biologically deterministic’ as it fails to adequately recognise the social 
determinants of health. One way that this is being done is by focusing more 
on identity, and how the intersections of separate facets of the identity 
shape life experiences. However, perceptions of identity in this field are often 
reduced to biological facts obtained through analysis of the skeleton. It is well 
recognised that in living people, identity-based discrimination and failure to 
recognise a person’s identity are harmful to health. Given the importance of 
gender to modern societies, we ask: Is it ethical for us to gender skeletons in 
ancient societies? As the dead cannot speak for themselves, Ward, Wilson, 
and colleagues will be surveying ANU students (ANU HREC 2021/285) to 
determine the importance of gender and self-determination of gender identity 
among modern peoples, who will serve as a proxy for the people of the past. 
It is hoped that these survey findings can then be used to inform ethical best 
practice surrounding determining identity in skeletal human remains, as well 
as modern policy for acknowledging gender. 

The survey will run from 28 February to 25 March, 2022 and is open to all 
current ANU students studying in the Colleges of Arts and Social Sciences 
and Science.

Stacey Ward, Lecturer
Laura Wilson, ARC Research Fellow
SOAA Discipline: Interdisciplinary

1. Mahoney P et al. 2021. Growth of Neanderthal infants from Krapina (120-130 ka), Croatia. Proc. R. Soc. B. 
20212079.
2. Wulff A et al. 2021. Investigating the implications of localised hypoplasia of the primary canine in the context 
of the developmental origins of health and disease hypothesis. J. Arch. Sci. 105499.
3. McFadden C et al. 2021. Determinants of infant mortality and representation in bioarchaeological samples: A 
review. Am. J. Biol. Anthropol. 1-11.

Tooth microstructure including neonatal line 
from Mahoney et al. 2021

Archaeological sites from Wulff et al. 2021
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Fellowships, Grants and External Funding

Die Ausgrabungen auf der Burg Wölpe: The Excavations at Burg Wölpe. 2021. By Jens Berthold, 
Erich Block, Elise Jakeman, Ash Lenton, Kristina Novak-Klimscha, Philip J. Piper, Emma Spencer, 
Patrick Tarner, Frank Wedekind, and Eboni Westbury. Museum Nienburg.

Frieman, C.J. 2021. An Archaeology of Innovation: Approaching social and technological change in 
human society. Manchester: Manchester University Press.

Gibson, C., Cleary, K. & Frieman, C.J., eds. 2021. Making Journeys: Archaeologies of Mobility. 
Oxford: Oxbow Books.

Christine Helliwell, 2021. Semut: the untold Story of a Secret Australian Operation in WWII 
Borneo, Penguin Random House.

Sverre Molland. 2021. Safe Migration and the Politics of Brokered Safety in Southeast Asia. 
Routledge Series on Asian Migration.

Books published in 2021

Catherine Frieman

Fellowship with the Norwegian Academy of Arts and Sciences Centre for Advanced Study as part 
of the research project. Exploring the Archaeological Migration Narrative: The Introduction of 
Farming and Animal Husbandry in Southern Norway.

Laura Wilson

ARC M3D ITTC Cross-pollination grant. Assessment of asymmetry in lower limb morphology to 
improve the design of patient-specific fixation plates for fractures. CI – Dr Tom Ward (Canberra 
Hospital) and Dr Joe Lynch (ANU Medical School) ($9540)

Synthesys EU Program grant (GB-TAF 7069). Ontogeny of sexual dimorphism in the human 
occipital bone: a quantitative shape-based approach. CI - Dr Louise Humphrey (NHM London) 
($6000)             

ARC Future Fellowship (FT200100822). Growing up to be supersonic: bat echolocation origins and 
mechanics ($804,983)

Duncan Wright

ARC Discovery Project (DP210102739). Waiet: Archaeology of a Torres Strait Islander ritual 
pathway. D Wright, G Clark, J Huntley

Archaeology

•	 Andrew Ball
Through Time and Space: Spatial Analysis 
of Megalith Morphology on the Plain of 
Jars, Xieng Khouang, Lao PDR.

•	 Ruwangi Griffiths
The Role of Sea Affordance and Monument 
Orientation in the Landscape Contexts of 
the Long Cairns of Scotland.

•	 Victor Melander
The Coming of the White Bearded Men: The 
Origin and development of Thor Heyerdahl’s 
Kon-Tiki Theory.

•	 Michelle Richards
Challenging typology: Re-evaluating 
historical and prehistoric exchanges of 
Polynesian adzes and pounders with pXRF.

Biological Anthropology

•	 Amy King
The Thinking Skills of Two Gibbon Species: 
Representation, Reasoning & Reflection 
in Hoolock leuconedys and Nomascus 
leucogenys.

•	 Jess Williams
The impact of tourism on gibbons: 
developing best practice guidelines from 
case studies in Cambodia and China.

Anthropology

•	 Delyna Baxter
I bin tell you that story: Aboriginal people 
on stations and the appearance of the past 
through storytelling.

•	 Dendup Chophel
The Picnic Makers of Bongo: Developing 
rituals and ritualising developments 
in a transitioning frontier Bhutanese 
community.

•	 Owen McNamara
Cultivating Populism: The Politics of 
Agroecology in Cordoba, Argentina. 
Recipient of the Gender Institute article 
prize (2021) for “Pyrrhic nationals: The 
promise and pitfalls of masculine civic 
belonging in Argentina”, Journal of Feminist 
Anthropology. 

•	 Ian Pollock
Rich as a Running Stream: The Flow of 
Value in Ngadhaland.

Warmest congratulations to our 2021 PhD Graduands
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