TIPS for contacting potential supervisors for research projects

Plan ahead! Allow ample time for the search; make sure you take into consideration the
necessity to tweak your ideas, as well as potential supervisors’ busy schedules.

Consult ANU staff members’ profile pages to determine whether there is a good fit between
your project and our expertise. If you think you found somebody with a good fit, then (and
only then!):

e Send an email, briefly introducing yourself, outlining any relevant academic or
research experience;

e Outline your proposed research topic. This should include a clear research question, a
brief explanation of the methods you plan to use, and the theoretical angle you
anticipate;

e Detail the specific area(s) of overlap between your proposal and the potential
supervisor’s interests and expertise.

e Inquire if they would be interested in a meeting to discuss potential supervision.



